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his friends the Sidneys already inclined him. In May
Sir Charles Coote, the governor of Dublin, had been
killed in action. No one deserved to succeed him so
well as "honest George." No one had done so much
for the place, above all, in keeping in temper the troops
who were always on the verge of mutiny for want of pay
and clothes and food. Accordingly Lord Leicester, on
the recommendation of the Lords Justices, sent over a
commission by which he was appointed governor at a
double salary of forty shillings a day, a little addition
which made the post doubly dear to the soldier of
fortune; but hardly had the commission arrived when
there came a letter direct from the King approving the
permanent appointment of Lord Lambert, who had been
acting as Ooote's deputy, and Monk found the governor-
ship and his forty shillings a day snatched out of his
very mouth.

Important as this affair was to poor Monk, it was but
one of many such passages between the two parties.
Ormonde, on the whole, was getting the upper hand; but
the condition of friction which this state of things set
up could have but one result. The rebels gained ground
by strides. In September General Preston landed from
Spain with quantities of supplies of all kinds for their
use. A popish plot was winded once more. A new
design was suspected of raising an army for the King in
Ireland with Catholic money and arms. Ormonde's
popularity was growing alarming. What was to prevent
him suddenly joining hands with the rebels and turning
with the whole army upon the Parliament 1 How could
it then withstand the King 1 An old prophecy was in
every one's mouth:o which contempt
